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CURBENT COMMENT.

Alessatro Gavazzi, the famous
Italian orator, revolutionist and evan-gelist- is

dead, aged eighty years.

The dynamite cruiser, Vesuvius, at
the third official trial recently, at--

f tained a speed of 21. 64 knots an hour,
an excess of 1.04 knots over the speed
required by the contract.

A landslide has occurred at Posti--
lippo, Italy, a mass of rock and earth
five thousand cubic j'ards m extent
falling upon the houses below, killing
one man and several animals.

M. F." Pease, of Des Moines, Iowa,
claims to be the original inventor of
the telephone. He claims to have
made a working instrument as far
back as 1872, when it was described in
a book.

Genekal Lew Wallace, it is now
said, desires to be made Minister to
Home, so that he may continue his
researches for material for a historical
novel of the Eternal City which he has
in preparation.

Prixce Nicholas, of Montenegro,
has produced at the Opera House at
Cettinje a drama of his own construc-
tion entitled "The Czarina of the Bal-
kans." The plot and situations of the
play were very exciting.

Mr. Dodd, the solicitor of the
Standard Oil trust, says that trust will
not be affected by Judge Barrett's re-

cent decision in the sugar trust case,
as his company is simply a union of
stockholders and not of corporations.

Faihieks of "Warren and Sussex
Counties, New Jersey, were turning
over their sowed fields something
unparalleled for the middle of Janu-
ary. The weather was so mild that
trees were beginning to swell their
buds.

Larv Shaftesbl-ry- , niece of the
Marquis of Donegal, is the latest mem-
ber of the English aristocracy to go
into trade for the money there is in it.
She has started a store at Bourne-
mouth for the sale of farm and dairy
produce, a portion of which comes
from her own property.

The entire Republican Congres-
sional delegation from Ohio called upon
Major McKinley at the Ebbitt House,
"Washington, the other evening and
notified him that they would cordially
and actively support his candidacy for
the Speakership. The feeling was
unanimous and enthusiastic The del-
egation expressed great confidence in
the Major's election.

The United States inspectors, who
have been investigating the burning of
the steamer Kate Adams, have ob-
tained evidence which satisfies them
that forty-tw- o persons were lost in-

stead of fourteen, as first reported. It
appears that eighteen children among
the deck passengers and ten of the
boat's crew porished in addition to the
victims previously noted.

Major "Warner, Commander-in-Chie- f
of the G. A. R., recently applied

to Senator Hale as chairman of the
Committee on Census for a hearing on
the question of statistics relating to
the surviving veterans of the rebellion
being embodied in the next census.
The sentiment in support of the cen-
sus was quite extensive and growing
rapidly, and it was understood the
committee was favorably inclined to
the proposition.

It was not thought probable that
the bill to create a Department of Ag-
riculture could become a law in conse-
quence of the sharp differences of
opinion between the Senate and House
as to the transfer of the Signal Ser-
vice Bureau of the "War Department
to this proposed new department.
There were some indications, how-
ever, that the House conferees would
yield on this point, and if so the re-
port would undoubtedly be agreed to
by both houses.

C. R. SlXGLETOX.
of Mississippi, died at his residence in
Washington recently. He was a Pres-
idential Elector on the Pierce and
King ticket in 1S52 and a Representa-
tive in the Thirty-thir- d to Thirty-fift-h
Congresses, retiring in 1S51 and be
coming a Representative in the Con-
federate Congress from 1861 to 18G5.
Subsequently he was elected to the
Forty-fourt- h, Forty-fift- h. Forty-sixt- h,

Forty-sevent- h, Forty-eight- h and Forty-nint- h

Congresses of the United States.
He was born in Kentucky.

La Nature Ipublishes a suggestion
from a correspondent who thinks that
iliagonal streets should be added to the
right angled streets of American cities.
In Philadelphia, for instance, he says,
with S50.000 inhabitants, the extreme
distances traveled would be reduced
one and one-quar- ter miles. The an-
nual number of passengers by the cars
being .125.000,000, the saving would
reach$lG0,000 a mile. .The passen-
gers would gain 3,565 years in time,
and- - save more than 8,000,000-hors- o

power now used in roundabout tracks.
Sigxor Blitz, whose merry man-

ners, clever conjuring and versatility
in ventriloquism entertained the young
and'old a quarter oi a century ago. is
now jat'a JJrooklyh- - hospital awaiting

.transfer to the asylum as a hopeless
imbecile. He is a victim of par-
alytic dementia, and has, according to
the statement of his wife, who accom-
panied him to the hospital, had fifteen
paralytic strokes. The little man,
whose smile was contagious and whose
quaint foreign manners were especially
delightful to the little ones, has had
flashes of his former genius, but flashes
only. Marie Van Zandt, the prima
donna, is the grand-daught- er of the
signor, and was born in New York.
Signor Blitz, when taken to the hos-
pital, innocently offered to give an en-
tertainment for the benefit of the
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NEWS OF THB'WEEK.

Gleaned by Telegraph and MaiL

CONGRESS.
The Senate on the 7th passed the bill la

abolish circuit court powers iu certain dlstrkts
(applicable to the State of Arkansas and In-

dian Territory). When the resolution in regard
to the Panama canal came up the Senate went
into secret session for its consideration
and so continued until 5:40 o'oclock. The
resolution was adopted by a vote
of 49 to 3. The resolution disapproves
of any European Government having control of
the construction or operation of the canaL
Adjourned.. ..The whole day in the House was
consumed in a fruitless effort to secure a
quorum and pass the resolution amending the
rules to prevent filibustering on the Oklahoma
and Pacific Road bills, and adjourned without
any final action.

Is the Senate on the 8th a bill was re-

ported and passed that the failure to prepay
postage on a "special delivery" letter shall not
delay its prompt transmittal, with collection of
postage on delivery- - Senator Sherman intro-
duced a bill altering regulations as to time,
place and manner of holding elections for Con-
gressmen .which was referred. The Tariff bill
was then considered until adjournment.

In the House Mr. Reed called
up the resolution amending rules so
as to prevent flllibustenng, it being the
fifth day of ihe deadlock. The previous ques-
tion was ordered and a motion to recommit
brought out a lively contest, but it was finally
adopted by 120 yeas to 117 nays, and the resolu-
tion was sent back to the committee with in-

struction to amend and report. A contest then
arose over the consideration of the election
contest of Smalls against Elliott, from South
Carolina, and the Oklahoma bill, and without
reaching a decision the House adjourned.

The Senate on the 9th non-concurr- ed in
the House amendments to the Nicaragua Canal
bill. The Tariff bill was then taken up and its
consideration occupied the time of the Senate
until adjournment In the House Mr. Weaver
(Iowa), immediately after prayer, raised the
point of order that tho journal could not be
read until it was apparent that a quorum
was present. The Speaker sustained the point,
and directed the clerk to call the rolL Filibus-
tering continued until 3:30 p. m when the
House adjourned. The object of Mr. Weaver's
flf-h- t is to compell final action on the Oklahoma
bill

Is tho Senate on tho 10th a bill was re-
ported for a bridge across the Missouri river at
Leavenworth. At 11 :3Uhe Tanff bill was taken
up. An amendment offered by Senator Allison
reducing the duty on pearls from 25 to 10 per
cent, was adopted. An amendment of Senator
Vance increasing the duty on precious stones of
all kinds, cut but not set, was rejected. The
dutiable list in the bill was completed and
while considering the free list the Senate ad-
journed... When the House met Mr. Weaver
(Iowa) renewed his dilatory tactics and the
deadlock continued until an adjournment was
finally reached.

Oxly six Senators were present when
the Senate was called to order on the 11th.
When a quorum appeared the journal was read
and the T.iriff bill immediately taken up, the
amendment of Senator Plumb to admit fresh
fish free being under consideration. After a
long debate the amendment was withdrawn
and Senator Hale's to make the duty
half a cent per pound adopted. Pend-
ing further consideration the Senate
adjourned In the House Mr. Weaver
(Iowa) resumed his filibustering tactics, but
Mr. Dibble (S. C.) succeeded in sandwiching
two conference reports during the deadlock,
which were agreed to. They were for a public
building at Milwaukee. Wis., at a cost of C1.10U-00- 0,

and for a public building at Omaha, Neb.,
which appropriates COO,000. The deadlock con-
tinued until adjournment.

PERSONAL AND POLITICAL.
A BRAxen of the Primrose League has

been established at Hawarden, England,
Mr. Gladstone's country home.

Pierke Blaxc, senior member of the
French Chamber of Deputies, recently
delivered an effective speech, in which ho
urged that Boulangism be suppressed with
the utmost severity of the law and ap-
pealed to the Republicans to unite against
all kinds of dictatorship.

The Kansas Legislature met on the 8th.
Osgoodby, a resident of Pomona, Cal..

claims to bethe author of the "ilurchison"
letter.

General Lew Wallace has bought a
lot in Indianapolis and will at once begin
a residence. He declares emphatically
that he would under no circumstances ac-
cept a Cabinet position.

The House Committee on Appropriations
has completed consideration ot all the
regular appropriation bills with the prep-
aration of which it is charged except the
General Deficiency bill. The result of its
labors is a reduction of the appropriations
carried by these bills from 137,850.093 (the
provision for tho current year) to

the sum allotted for tho same
branches of the public service during the
next fiscal

The President has directed the removal
of Low is McMillin, appraiser in the Xew
York Custom House, whose resignation
was requested but refused.

IxniAX Commissioner Oberlt's report
to the Secretary of the Interior recognizes
Byrd as Chief of the Chickasaws.

The President gave a state dinner of
forty-si- x covers to the members of the
Cabinet on the 10th, the second of the
winter's series of oflicial entertainments.

The Constitutional convention of
has adopted an amendment to

the Constitution prohibiting the manufact-
uring and sale of all intoxicating liquors
"except cider."

The last message of Governor Oglesby,
of Illinois, was read to the Legislature of
that State on the 10th. It dealt only with
routine matters.

A labge party of Dakota Democrats ar-
rived in Washington on the 10th to urge
Congress to divide the Territory and ad-
mit South Dakota as a State.' ' Chief Jus-
tice Bartlett Trip headed the delegation.

Lieutenant- -Governor Robertson was
again refused admittance to the Indiana
Senate Chamber on the 11th.

The funeral of Owen Brown, son of
John Brown, of Osawatomie, and last
survivor of the Harper's Ferry affair, oc-
curred at Pasadena, Cal., on tho 10th.

The Inter-Stat- e Commerce Commis-
sioners issued their second annual report
on the 11th. The law was defended, the
Cpmmisstoners asserting that recent
demoralization was due to other causes
than any defect in the law.

Pror Brice, the noted English author
and member of Parliament, has gono to
Afghanistan to study that country and
its troubles.

The Republicans of the Illinois Legisla-
ture have decided to re-ele- ct Senator Cul-lo- m.

The British Royal College of Surgeons,
by vote of 21 to 2, has passed a resolution
censuring Dr. Mackenzie for publishing
his book on the case of the late Emperor
Frederick.

The engagement of the Princess Louise,
sister of the Empress of Germany, to
Princo Leopold of Prussia, is announced.

The President has written a letter of re-
gret to William A. Vincent, ex-Chi- ef

Justice of .New Mexico, who was deprived
of his office in November, 1SS5. To make
amends the President tendered him a like
office in Montana.

( lIISCKIiAN'EOUS.
Judge Barrett, of the New York Su-

preme Court, has decided that the North
River Refining Company has forfeited its
charter by joining the sugar trust.

The President has commuted the death
sentence of Lewis Burrow and William G.
Porter, o Arkansas, sentenced to be
hanged January 20. In Burrow's case the l
sentence was commuted to thirty years'
imprisonment and in Porter's to imprison-
ment for life.

The seventh annual convention of the to
International Plasterers' Union began at
St. Paul. Minn., on the 9th.

Voudooism is reported increasing alarm-
ingly in the interior of Hayti, due prin-
cipally to the civil war. Near Jacmel a
young girl was sacrificed and the frenzied
crowd made a greedy fight for her half-cook- ed

flesh.

Pennsylvania was visited by an awful
tornado on the afternoon of the 9th. At
Pittsburgh a building in course of erec-
tion was destroyed and eight or ten of tho
workmen were killed and manymore seri-
ously injured. At Reading the railroad
paint shops were wrecked and took fire,
four men being burned to death, perhaps
"T The " of the silk mill fol- -ZL1 lowed, where a loss of life took
place. At least eighty of the girls em
ployed were believed to be dead in the
ruins. At Sunbnry tho nail mill was de-

stroyed and two men were killed, two
missing and about twenty wounded. The
damage to property was incalculable.

William B. Wharton, until recently
the Wes tern agent, at Chicago, of the In-
ternational Marine Insurance Company,
of Liverpool, England, has disappeared.
It is alleged that he is about $6,000 short
in his accounts.

By the explosion of a tank of gas at the
Citizens' Ga Company's works, Smith
and Fifth streets, Brookryn, N. T., re-
cently, the Navy Yard barracks were par-
tially shattered, and the ruins caught fire
and were destroyed.

Matthew Feeney, an Irish boy who
came to this country a short time ago,
pleaded guilty at Chicago recently to a
charge of burglary.

The suit of A Howard Hinkle, the Cin-
cinnati music dealer, against Mrs. Jean-net- te

M. Thurber, of American opera fame,
for 12,000 loaned the American Opera
Comnanv in 18SG has been dismissed in
New York.

TnE Illinois Federation of Labor has ap-
pointed a committee of three to call on
Governor Fifer and ask him to pardon the
imprisoned Anarchists.

The British steamer Macedonia, Balti-
more for Hull, after sinking the Boston
schooner Lavina Campbell, the other
night, near Bodkin Point, in the Ches-
apeake, went ashore.

Mrs. Louise Hancock, aged eighty
years was fatally burned at Paris, Tex.,
the other day, tho result of the explosion
of some cartridges sho was removing from
the mantelpiece.

Twelve convicts in a farm gsng near
Covington, Ga., overpowered thsir guard
recently and escaped.

It is reported at Needles, Cal., that out
of a party of seven prospectors who left
that place recently in a small boat for new
gold fields, four were drowned by the cap-
sizing of the boat while going through the
rapids of the river below.

The United States steamer Yanlic, from
Port au Prince. Hayti, Jauuary 1, has ar-
rived at quarantine at New York. Jan-
uary 7 Corporal Rowe died of yellow
fever.

J. J. West, proprietor, and J. N. Dunlop,
city editor of the Chicago Times, and Jens
Christianson, editor ot tho Chicago Ar-beit- er

Zeitung, waived examination on the
charge of criminally liLelling police off-
icials Botifield and Schaak, and wera bound
over to the criminal court.

The suspension bridge destroyed by the
disastrous storm of the 9th was the car-
riage bridge between Niagara Falls village
and the Clifton House. It was built in
1S70. Its original cost was J4CO.O0O and
fully half as much more has been ex-
pended since in improvement. It was
considered one of the strongest structures
of its kind in the world.

William B, Foster, the father of the
William R. Foster, Jr., who recently
robbed the New York Produce Exchange
gratuity fund of $19S,000 and then de-

camped, has sent a check for 30,000 for
the benefit of the gratuity fund.

The next convention of the American
Newspaper Publishers' Association has
been sot for Now York, February 13.

Fifteen busines? houses in Leland,
Miss., were destroyed by fire recently.

By the explosion of a boiler in a mill at
Pelleton, Wis., tho other day three men
were killed.

Business failures (Dun's report) for the
seven days ended January 10, numbered
381, compared with GS7 the previous week
and 279 the corresponding week of last
year.

The "plan" agreed upon by Western
railroad magnates at New York on the
10th, it was thought, would prevent rate
cutting. Railroad men, in interviews,
expressed a favorable opinion of it.

Corrected lists showed eighteen live3
were lost I, the destruction of the silk
mill in the recent storm at Reading, Pa.,
and about ninety injured, some fatally.
At the paint shop five lives were lost.
About twenty deaths were the result o
the storm at Pittsburgh, with about as
many injured. It will be seen that the fa-

talities were far less at Reading and con-
siderably greater at Pittsburgh than ac-
cording to first reports.

Mrs. Olive Freund has brought suit at
Ann Arbor, Mich., for 20,OJ) damage
against President Cotterill and Nelson
Sutherland, the officer who attached her
property at Milan, on account of the al
leged electric sugar frauds.

ADDITIONAL DISPATCHES.
The Senate on the 12th resumed debate

on the Tariff bill, finishing the first consid-
eration of the bill. The deadlock in the
House ended by agreement with General
Weaver by which the Oklahoma bill will
receive some sort of consideration.

On the London Stock Exchange during
the week ended January 12 there was a
good demand for stocks for speculation.
Not much confidence existed in the ed

agreement among American rail-
road presidents to prevent rate cutting.
The Paris Bourse was quiet. The Panama
Canal Company obtained a loan of C0,0J0,-30- 0

francs from tho Banque Parikltenno. The
German bourses were firm.

Clearing house returns for week ended
January 12 showed an average increase of
9.4 compared with the corresponding week
of Inst year. In New York tho increase
was 9.7.

The proposition to enable the Govern-
ment, through the Naval Observatory, to
participate in the great international pro-
ject of charting tho sky by photographic
processes has received strong indorse-
ments from a number of public officials.

Mrs. Jay Gould died at her residence
on Fifth avenue, New York, on the night
of the 13th. She was the daughter of
Daniel S. Miller, a wholesale grocer of
Brooklyn. Her mother is still living.

"Walker Blaine broke his right leg
the other evoning while alighting from a
cab at the Hotel Normandie, Washington.

The applications for space in the United
States department of the coming Paris
Exposition number 750 from all parts of
the country.

Knight, Loomis & Co., publishers of
Sunday school books, New York City,
have made an assignment without prefer-
ences.

The President has declined to interfere
to save Richard Smith from being hanged
at Fort Smith, Ark., January 25. for mur
der in the Indian Territorv.

General Greely, of the Signal Service,
expects an early spring.

November 21 an earthquake almost
totally destroyed the town of Guanare,
United States of Colombia, but no loss of
life occurred.

Messrs. Smith. Pratt & Hersick, job
bers in boots and shoes, on Eroadway, Al-

bany, N. Y., were burned out the other
night. Loss, 150,000: insurance, 90,000.

Henry Christ and Mrs. Eva Herkomer
were run over bv the cars of the Lonjr
Island railroad near Hinsdale recently and
killed.

Prince Krapotktxe in a lecture in
"Whitechapel recently advised Socialists

combine in order to acquire railways,
lactones, etc. By the adoption of such a
course he said they would have a fair
chance to succeed.

The British steamshin Siam. from Liver
pool to Hong Kong was wrecked on the
island of Sissarga, twenty-fiv-e miles off

four women, the surgeon and four sailors
were drowned.
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KANSAS STATE NEWS.

The retort and meter rooms of the Inter-Stat- e

Gas Company's works at Hutchin-
son burned the other evening. The fire
was caused by the explosion of gas which
had accumulated in one of the rooms from
a leak. The loss was about 10,000.

Thomas Anderson, a Lyon County
farmer, was recently arrested upon the
charge of forging a note for 15. The
charge was preferred by one McCaw, of
Americus. Anderson was arrested in Col-
orado, where he was working iu a quarry
ander the name of Murray.
Three suits were recently filed in the dis-

trict court at Leavenworth against tho
Kansas City, Wyandotte & Northwestern
railroad for damages to property through
which the road runs in entering the cily.
George Fisher asks judgment for 7,MJ;
Mathew Ryan for ol,0X, and Joseph
Whitnfcer fnr .I5 (W1

The other day' Thomas Kerr, a colored I so unnatural, but it is wrong to charge
man, in taking a loaded shotgun from his the failure to the law. There has not
wagon at Americus was accidenty shot, been any such reform as was contem-Th- e

whole charge passed through the j plated by the act, and which could
iTuf Irm thG frat He HVed nI-V-

an have been secured by it The difficulty
The other ' ha3 been ia the failure to enforce thenight the corn meal and feed

mills of Russell Bowman & Co., at Law- - laAV ln it3 spirit and purpose. Mr.
rence, caught fire and burned to the ' Cleveland came into office with pledges
ground. The origin of the fire was doubt- - on the subject which led all who trusted
less the work of an incendiary. The loss , nim to believe that he intended to trowas about 1,000, partially covered by in
surance.

Governor Martin has receivod a letter
from Hon. S. J. Crawford, State agent at
Washington, in which he states that he
has an adjustment in the General Land
Office of the Kansas five per cent, ac-
count, on sales of public lands for the

I r r
I support outside his own party, which
' made his election four years ago pos-Btat- es

sible.
What has he done? Tt. is Tint, worth

years lbM and ISSi. amounting to $143,- -
04S.97, which sum has been certified to the
treasury for settlement. ' The letter also

that should the Direct Tax Refund- -
ing bill become a law, which he believes
will. Kansas will receive as her proportion

71,743.33.
A sensational shooting affray took

place at Leavenworth the other night.
Charles Rosenthal, a Hebrew, went
into a second-han- d storo kept by E. Bern-
stein, and commenced firing at a young
man named Hoffman. He tired four shots,
one taking effect in Hoffman's leg. The
cause of tho act was jealousy between the
two men over a young lady. She was in
the store at tho time of tho shooting, and
the shock so affected her that she went in-

to hysterics, and a fatal result was feared.
A young man who gave his name a3

Horace Hadley, was recently arrested at
Atchison on the suspicion of being Tascott,
the murderer of Snell, the Chicago mil-
lionaire. He was lodged in jail, and the
charge of vagrancy placed against him
until he could establish his identit'.

James Stewart, a prominent farmer,
was shot and killed by George D. Beach,
another farmer, in Shawnee County on tho
night of the 7th. A feud had existed

the two families, and a quarrel
between the children involved the parents
and the shooting was the result.

A bold but unsuccessful attempt wa3
made to rob the Bank of Avmourdale tho
other afternoon. As J. F. Pocock, thu
Lviici, vixs siiuiuui at mecuuiiier muiang
up his cash account just prior to closin
the bank, and while he was counting a
pile of gold coins, a young man entered
the room, and suddenly drawing a pistol
leveled it atMr. Pocock's head and ordered
him to hand out the gold. The assistant
cashier, was at another counter, and when
he heard the demand of the robber, ho
quickly drew a pistol from the drawer in
his desk and covered the intruder, who
was arrested and handed over to the po-
lice. He gave his name as Charles Locke,
and his age at seventeen years.

At a caucus of members of the Legisla-
ture held on the 9th, Hon. P. B. Blumb was
renominnled for the United States Senate
and C. C. Baker for State Printer.

While coupling cars in the Missouri
Pacific yards at Leavenworth the other
day Henry Dudley, a yard brakeman, was
caught between the bumper.s and his
head crushed to a jelly. His body
fell and was caught on the brake-bea- m

of one of the cars and dragged forty
feet when it caught in a frog and wa3
mangled into an unrecognizable mass.

The tin and blacksmith shops connected
with the Missouri Pacific shops at Atchison
were totally destroyed by fire the other
night. Loss about 3,000.

Patents lately issued to Kansas in-

ventors: Chester T. Bullock, Kansas City,
safety brake for cable cars; Charles Fuller
and J. H. Cunningham. Ludell, vehicle
brake gear; Lewis D. Hall, assignerof one-ha- lf

to S. D. Houston, Jr., Concordia, lawn
mower; Thomas J. Howard, Highlaud,
gate; John P. Painter, Pomona, mining
drill and channel cutter; Robert F. Robin-
son and H. M. Crock-iu- , said Crocken
assignee to H. A. Williams, Kansas City,
elevated street railways; David K. Wade,
McPherson, delineator.

aaasas uas over ono hundred cream-
eries in operation.

Prof. Marsh, of the Kansas State Uni-
versity, has resigned his position to take a
similar place at an increased salary at
Harvard University.

On the 10th Governor Martin pardoned
H. S. Day, formerly mayor of Parkorville,
who killed Dr. J. A. Hopkins, in 1887, and
was sentenced to three years for man-
slaughter. Mauy prominent men signed
the petition for pardon. W. W. Maaruder,
of Kingman, sentenced in May, 1S37, for
two years for assault with intent to kill
was pardoned the same dar.

At a recent meeting of tho State Board
of Agriculture held at Topeka, Hon. A. W.
Smith, of McPherson, was elected presi-
dent; E'lwin Snyder, of Jefferson, vice-preside- nt;

John Francis, of Topeka, treas-
urer, and Martin Mohler, of Osborne, sec-
retary.

Fire recently destroyed tho stables at
the penitentiary, in which were seven
mules. Loss, about 1,500.

Me. Sctten introduced in the Honso on
the 10th a resolution reciting that as the
people of the United States at the recent
Presidential election declared in favor of
liberal pensions and liberal support to the
ex-Uni- soldiers of the Nation, and Kan-
sas had declared her gratitude by 80,000
majority, ' that our Senators be and are
hereby instructed and our Representatives
requested to secure the passage of the nec-
essary laws giving every dependent sol-
dier, his widow and orphans a pension
adequate to a comfortable support."

Kansas has 532.010 school children.
Patents recently issued to Kansas in-

ventors: G. A. Benkendorf, "Wilmot, air
dtaft engine; Francis and W. J. Brogan,
Hartford, fence post; George Hackney,
Topeka, stock car; Isaac Holzmark. Kan-
sas City, dish drainer; Edwin Jarrell, Har-
per, vehicle spring; J. T. and S. W. Miller,
Thayer, window shutter; Heinrick Som-merfiel- d.

Canton, car coupling; F. A Wie-broc- k,

Humboldt, fence for intercepting
insects.

A Wichita wood thief recently had his
etove blown to pieces by a mysterious ex-

plosion resulting from a stick of first-clas- s

maple purloined from a neighboring wood
pile.

It is said that a nephew of President-
elect Harrison is a brakeman on a railroad
running out of Atchison.

The other morning the body of. a man
named Norwood was found lying across
the bed in his dugout in Lincoln County.
The one window was blown completely to
pieces, and bits of glass were found in the
wound, showing that the murderer had
deliberately shot his victim through the
window while he was asleep. The weapon
was a shotgun loaded with buckshot Cir-
cumstances pointed strongly to a man by
the name of Stevenson as the murderer,
the two men having had some difficulty
over a small amount of money borrowed
by Norwood from Stevenson. The sheriff
was searching for the supposed murderer.

A Gray County farmer harvested two
thousand bushels of peanuti from fifty
acres.
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CIVIL-SERVIC- E REFORM.
Why the Law Now in Force Can rot Be

Considered a Failure.
Opposition to the Civil-Servi- ce Re-

form law is not a new thing- in Con-
gress, and it can hardly escape any
one's attention that there is now ap-

parently much more and stronger op-

position than at any time since tho
law was enacted. In the House debate
the other day the act was denounced
by at least one member who gave it a
cordial support when it was passed in
1S83. Democrats are not alone in this
attitude. Republicans of prominence
have declared the law a failure, and
in both parties the feeling is unde-
niably much greater than the expres-
sion &f it.

Under the circumstances this is not

even farther than the law in the direc--!
tion of reform. He had substantially

, pledged himself not to use the offices
j of the people as rewards for party
service, and to keep the civil estab--t
lishment free from offensive partisan- -

I shirj. On thosft rrnmisp? bo rprm-rpfl

while to go over again what has be--
come iarnuiar ground to almost every
one in the country. Nobody needs to

' be told that Mr. Cleveland has not
kept his promises. The Civil-Servi- ce

reformers themselves have been com-
pelled

(

to make the mournful
confession that he has utterly
disappointed them. He has kept

' a man of his own appoint--,
ment on the commission who has
throughout his whole term treated the
law with contempt and aided to defeat

! its purpose. Mr. Cleveland has acted
' with this member and against the
other commissioners in refusing to

I approve one of the most important
rules proposed for advancing the re-fpr- m

that requiring reasons for dis--1

missal.
i It may easily be charged that a re--,

form law which enabled Mr. Cleve- -
land to use the office-holdin- g machin-
ery as he has done is a failure, but it
would not have been a failure had he
been sincere in his pledges. It has been

I Said 101 II im that he could not
enforce it against the adverse
sentiment of a large proportion of his
party. This will have small influence
with those who have seen him fasten
his tariff policy upon the party against
the adverse sentiment of quite as

! large a proportion of it as ever ob
jected to Civil-Servi- ce reform. He
found power enough when he had any
use for it, but while he was dickering
in Federal patronage as a means of
driving his party into acceptance of
his tariff policy and his renomination
he was dealing reform its deadliest
blow.

"We do not believe the people regard
the law as a failure merely because
the administration of it has done so
much to injure and discredit it. It is
undeniably faulty in that it does not
require reasons for removals; but that
was something which could have been
remedied in a day by the commission-
ers and the President As a matter of
fact when two of the commissioners
did propose a rule for this purpose
Mr. Cleveland rejected it If those
who denounce the failure of Civil-Servi- ce

reform will put the responsi-
bility Avhere it belongs the law will re-

ceive much less criticism and Mr.
Cleveland much more. Philadelphia
Press.

THE PENSION QUESTION.

A Debt Honestly Due to the Brave Men
Who Saved the Union.

A bill has been introduced into Con-
gress and referred giving to every sol-

dier of the war now living, and who
has passed the age of fifty years, a
pension of $12 per month. The pass-
age .of this bill would be tardy justice,
but it would still be justice. A very
large proportion of the men now liv-
ing who fought for the cause of the
Unipn are not rich. At the formative
time of life, the period when men were
selecting and entering into the active
prosecution of employments which
were to be their life work, they were
called ,away by the urgent needs of the
times. For four years they were en-

gaged in the demoralizing employ-
ment of destructive warfare, and suf
fering from the exposure which such
employment renders necessary. The
close of the struggle found them with-
out employment, many of them suf-
fering from, wounds and disease; and
all more or less unfitted to enter into
competition with those who had re-

mained at home and prosecuted legiti
mate callings. They had been paid
$11 and 13 per month, in a currency
which had depreciated to an extent
that at one time made their pay only
a little more than $4 in honest money.
The promises made to them to induce
enlistment were profuse and sweeping.
and practically none of them have
been carried out As time wore on
the singular injustice and ingratitude
shown to them embittered their lives.
Laws protending to grant pensions were
placed upon the statute books, but
most of these act3 paid a premium on
perjury and offered a reward for ras-
cality. Veterans were compelled to
make affidavits for themselves or their
comrades as to the existence of facts a
ten or twenty years before, which they
might recall in a certain shadowy
fashion, but could hardly be sure of, a
until finally every honest old soldier
with feeling for tho partners of his
former toil adopted the rule, "give the
comrade the benefit of the doubt," and
was ready to swear recklessly so that
simple justice might be done to one
more of the old-tim- e friends.

The plan adopted by Congress was
simply monstrous. If it had been con-
trived in the interest of carelessness
and dishonesty the scheme could not
have been better devised. But the
better rule is embodied in the bill in-

troduced at the present session. Give
penaicas to all either graduated ba I bo

thebiUillangia oi service, ur, aa

intrc luced provides to all over fifty
years of age, It is not a gratuity but
the liquidation of an honest debt.
This money sras earned by the men
who risked life, health and limb to
conquer the wicked Southern rebellion

earned and never paid. The men
who furnished money have been paid
over and over again, for capital is or-
ganized to protect itself. But the men
who furnished the bone and brawn
have not been paid. The debt is hon -
estly due them, and tho Republican
party is publicly pledged to render
unto these veterans tho full payment
for all their sufferings and toils. Min-
neapolis Tribune.

A PROTECTION VIG3TORY.

One ot the Most Gratifying Phases oi
American 1'olltlcs.

The utter incapacity of the Demo-
cratic party to lear,n the lessons of ex-
perience and obey the will of the
people is well illustrated in the matter
of tho surplus. The Forty-eight- h Con-
gress, which met in December, 1883,
had 78 Democratic majority in the
House. There was then a surplus in
the Treasury, and tho question how ta
prevent its further accumulation waa
before that body. The Ways and
Means Committee, through its chair-
man, William R. Morrison, reported
his famous "horizontal reduction" bill.
The party lash was applied, but the
bill failed on May 6, 1SS4, by four
votes.

That put the question of revenue re-
duction before the country. The di-

vision was on the method, not as to
the propriety and necessity of the re-

duction. Morrison's method was by
cutting down the tariff so as to injure
the protective principle as much as
possible. The Forty-nint- h Congress
showed a reduction of the Democratic
majority in the House from 78 to 43.
This should have been warning enough
that the people would not allow the
protective principle to bo meddled
with. But the Democratic leaders,
like true Bourbons, could learn noth-
ing. The second Morrison bill was re-
ported to the House, and on June 17,
1886, that body refused to consider it
by 17 majority.

Again tho old question went to the
people, in the fall of 1880. Tho issue
was more clearly defined in tho minds
of the voters. They saw that the Dem-
ocratic leaders were endeavoring to
use the fact of excessive revenue to
carry legislation favoring free trade.
But thousands upon thousands of Dem-
ocrats voted with their party because
they construed its ambiguous tariff
plank in the National platform of 1884
as protective in principle. But the
Democratic majority in the House of
the Fiftieth Congress went down from
43 to 17, and Morrison being defeated
for Mills was appointed to
the chairmanship that ho had held.

Then came Cleveland's free-trad- e

message, and the Mills bill, in which
Cleveland himself took a hand, was re-

ported to the House. While it was
being debated the Democratic Na-
tional convention indorsed Cleveland's
message and that bill, and renomi-
nated Cleveland. Then the whole
force of the Executive was brought to
bear on the House, and the bill passed
that body July 21, 1888, by 13 majority.

The question again went to the coun-
try. The old pretense that the Demo-
crats did not mean free trade was
kept up, but the people hadHfaeir eyes
open. The house of the Fifty-fir- st

Congress is Republican, the next Pres-
ident is a Republican. The lesson is
one that should bo plain, even to a
Democrat The people will not have
protection disturbed, and expect tho
revenues reduced without at tho same
time dealing a deadly blow at our in-

dustries. Toledo Blade.

NOTES OF THE DAY.

3?The Chicago Tribune has an
able editorial on "Extravagant Funer-
als." It is time some influential pa-

per was talking out real loud on this
subject The cost of the late iuneral
of the Democratic party ran up into
the millions, and most of this immense
sum came off tho remains. At the
same time it is proper to observe that
the obsequies gave general satisfac
tion. Peoria (I1L) Transcript

J5"If there is an occasional race fight
in the South in which the colored man
is the aggressor, is it any thing to be
wondered at? Ninety-nin- e time6 out
of a hundred the other side is the at-

tacking party. The trouble is that
the Southern Bourbon has not yet
learned that when he shootsa "nig-
ger" he takes a human life. j$le treats
a negro as a beast and damnl--th- e con-
stitution for recognizing him as a man.

Detroit Tribune.
JBIt is declared by many men of

both parties in Alabama that they be-lie-

the war issues should die. This
is good sense. But if war issues are
to die in one part of the country they
must in another, and when the South-
erner can talk as he pleases and do
business in Oshkosh, the Northerner
must be allowed to vote the Republic-
an ticket if he chooses and still be
considered all right in any town in
Alabama. Jug-hand- le forgetfulness is
not what the country needs. It must
not bo all on one side. Chicago Mail.

Where Republicanism Grows.

In 1884 the States of the North and
the border States of Delaware, Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Missouri, Tennes-
see, Virginia and West Virginia gave
Blaine a plurality of 302,139 of tho
popular vote.

On November 6 these same States
gave Harrison a plurality of 377,441,

gain of 77,302 votes in that section,
in which alone a reasonably free vote
and fair count can be relied upon, and

majority of nearly 100,000 over alL
Besides this, during the past four

years the Republican party ha3 suf-

fered a los3 of 50,000 votes in these
States by emigration to the Territo-
ries, where they are not yet counted,
but soon will be.

The States of the North and the
border States, with more of the
former soon to be admitted in the
Northwest, contain the elements and
forces, political, commercial, indus-
trial

I
and moral, that are bound to rule

this country. It is gratifying, there-
fore, to see in that section, if it must

be called, a marked growth of Re- -
ptxWicaa1s"trength. -Cleveland Leader.

SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY.
A Scotch geologist claims to have

discovered in Scotland evidences to
prove that the earth lay for 150,000
years in a liquid state.

Cases have been observed of restor-
ation of the voice after a considerable
destruction of vocal chords. It seems
to show that they are mere duplicat-ure- s

of elastic membrane and not spe--
i cial structure.,F00t'5 Health Monthly.
1 ..,- - ,- -,, c 4. .

the working goldsmith is disappearing,
owing to the cheapness of diamonds.
Every one who buys an ornament in-

sists now upon precious stones, and es-

timates ft rather by the value of the
stones than by the beauty of the work-
manship.

when the rosewood tree is first
cut, the fresh wood exhales a very
strong, rose-lik- e fragrance, which soon
passes away, leaving no trace of the
peculiar odor. There are several varie-
ties of rosewood trees. The best, how-
ever, are those found in South America
and the East Indies and neighboring
islands.

The new explosive now being man-
ufactured in Germany is called secunte.
It is described as a granulated powder
of a light yellow color, with an odor
resembling that of bitter almonds. It
is quickly manufactured, does not de-

teriorate and costs about the same as
dynamite and is of nearly equal explo-
sive power. It can not be fired by fric-
tion, blow or jar, only strong fulminat-
ing caps producing the explosion.

A new life-boa- t, which is supplied
with a reservoir or oil in order to sup-
port bodies in the water, is based on
the recent cases of successful expe-
riences with oil in overcoming the
power of the waves. The reservoir in
this case is provided with au outlet,
by means of which the oil may escape
automatically, no matter on which side
the float, or buoy, may be turned when
thrown into the water.

A microscopic examination of a
great number of specimens of ancient
paper, dating back to tho eighth cen-
tury, has shown them to have been
made, as now, from rags, and not from
new fiber. The most common con-

structed is lineti; but cotton, hemp, and
animal fibers have also been detected.
Furthermore, it is discovered that many
of the samples are "clayed" with starch
paste.

Iron, when heated, bends very
readily under weight, so that it can
not be considered the best of material
for fireproof buildings. Stone, and
especially granite, is very little better
than iron to withstand the ravages of
fire. There is no material, according
to the best fire-- insurance authorities,
that can be used for construction equal
to brick. It is the opinion of both in-

surance men and heads of fire depart-
ments that brick has stood the test bet-

ter than any other material.
One of the troublesome questions

which architects have never been able
to settle is the placing of permaneut
foundations under largo buildings.
The latest experiment, accordiag to
the American Architect, is to cover

before commencing the footings
the entire area of tho excavation of tho
building with a thick stratum of con-
crete, laid directly upon the top of the
clay hard-pa- n. The depth ot this
course is nearly two feet, and its ob-

ject is to strenitfhen the clay that the
settlement may be reduced to a mini-

mum.
A recent analysis of the potato

shows that the starch in the tuber is
chiefly formed at a comparatively late
period of its growth. Ln an early stage
the experimenter found- - of ash 10.8 and
of starch 16.4. Tho same variety
yielded when near maturity but .70 of
ash and 24.4 starch, showing that the
proportionate increase of starch toward
the end of the growing season was
very great There is much less water
in a potato tuber toward tho end of its
growth than in the earlier stages. It
is from these facts that "new" potatoes
are more waxy than those that are
ripe."

PECULIAR CUSTOMS.
HoTr Competitive KxMiuInations iro Con--

ducted In China.
At Foochow the candidates under-

went much suffering, and even death.
One man went mad directly he saw
the themes, and cut himself nearly to
pieces with broken bits of pottery; a
second also lost his senses and began
to eat mud. On the second day a can-

didate spit blood from over-exertio- n,

and died. Each student was in a sep-

arate cell, which was hurriedly run up,
without any proper raised place for
the men to sleep, so that many rolled
off on the damp ground and injured
themselves, while one was stung to
death by a poisonous snake. Thou-
sands of students went up for the ex-

amination, but hundreds were plucked
in the preliminary before tho literary
chancellor, who was exceptionally se-

vere this year. The present examina-
tion rules have been in force for over
a century, and are most strictly ob-

served, no district being allowed more
than a certain number of degrees. If
any district offends, this number is re-

duced as a punishment; while next
year additional numbers will be allowed
in honor of the emperor's marriage.
At each examination there are two
chief and two subordinate examiners,
with a corps of eighteen readers, who
go through all the essays, and submit
the best only to their superiors. Copy
ists then transcribe these essays in red.
The examiners are shut up for five
weeks. Hard-heade- d students, who
can not get through after many efforts,
are accorded an honorary degree when
they reach a venerable age i. e., over
ninety. Xorlh China Herald.

A Debtor's Clear Logic.

"Could you manage to pay me what
you owe me?" asked one traveling man
of another.

"Yes. I might, but you may as well
wait for it."

I like your coolness."
"My dear fellow, you are really bet-

ter off as ii is. Ycru don't doubt that I
am goins- - to pay you this money, do
you?"

"Not the slightest"
"And if I were to give it to you now,

would only borrow it again."
"That's more than likely."
"And the next time I borrowed it I

might not pay you at alL So you see,
you are safer as.itis. "zMerchant

?!
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